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Terms ©I" (lie Euquirer.
/rV i lit- Enquirer is published DAILY (for the(clty)

and SEM1-W I.KM.V (lor the country.) For the Daily
Paj>et,seven dollars perannuiii, anu at the rate ol eight

do lar* if takeu for b shorter ,>enod than one year. For

the sSeinl-VVerkly, five dollars per annum, ami Three

dollars fci six months, payable in advantejro br ftaul m

t.eojiee, ot remitted by mail, post paid, orsJix Dollars

ptr annum at ihe end oftiie \ear.

l'ER>l> OF ADVERTISING.
t.\ '1 III) DAILY ENUUJKEK.For ouesquaie of

si\ een lines, of less, first insertion, tifty cents, and

e t :y succeeding iusertioii twenty-live etuis.il ill-

sorted i.c» a week, twice a week, or three times a

week, t .iny seven and a half cents.

!.> l"KK SEMI-WEEKLY.une.-quareof sixteen

Iin ». ss, first insertion, 75 cents; for each i-ontinu*

^ an e. .'<0 ten is.

.Virtual advertisers arecharccd fifty dollars for thir¬

ty lines, and In that proportion for advertisements

of a greater length.except Lottery Venders and Auc- I

tion-rs, wro are charged one hundred dollars (paper

tne jded )
. ¦ideis front a distance must be accompanied with

the ai.ancepay, or satisfactory references, to insure

executi .t.

v'.T* All dues to this otfice may be remitted per mall,
in ...oU and available Hank notes, at the risk of the

Eli. <r,tAe postage of all letters being paid by the tori-

ter*.. I'lie postage ofa single letter is scarcely of any j
account to the writer: It is the accumulation of post- j
.me, in an extensive business, which operates as a

serious tux us>o i i e K litor s.

\~y All Obituurir* and Marriage* from the C- untry,
w '-never the party's haiid-writinc is unknown ntthte

" .Ik*, must he .lUthenticated by theendorsation of ths

1' Uu.ister in the neighborhood,or they will in no cast

lie published. Every measure, that has been taken to

pfe.'ci-i iin|iiisiiions an<t quizzes, has proved heretofore
ir iv .ii...c n'e must, therefore, insist, la such a case,
u i! the ciiiniiiiinivationbelni! certified by the name of
t ... I «jtn>n.«ter.i.-ri(2rn cn c*e beck ef the letter.

k

1\ CHANCERY.Viaoiwi* ..At Rules heldI*( Ink's Office of the County Court of Louisa conn

tv. on ll>«- Tib day of Novrmtipr.te^: onEdward T Saiit.dsrs, Jan.es sunder. KODen
and Mary Inn wife, Isaac L . a.ind r; , Matildaders, William A G'llespie, Jame* Field'"*

John M Oil-

B£"u "VoliiSS.Si'j." «¦««*. '

ders. James Saunrter* and El
mwrjglit Flanagau,S Gillespie, James L children of Eli-Flanagan and r|an *

Defendants.
za:.etti and I'harles F'anagan. an

^ hav,n(tentefe(} theirThedefendantaabove name
j|n. t. the act of

appearance and Riven secii
_jnJ ^ app4.ariIMi byAssembly and rule-

a[tJ 110l inhabitants of thissatisfactory ev.denceihaUtiey aren^^ atlorney U
Stile. "ii motion of the |

.a, u above named, do
,* ordered, that the ^ '""

.aid Court, at the
appear belore thej"*' , MoI|(Uy ln January next.Court-house, on the *c

plaintiffs; and that a copy ofauJanswer UiebilW i p
jn 8l>me newspaperthis order be forth* ".{ h nd for two months sue-

ySSSt TJf;^,faT?5rfrontdoorof tne Court-
house of this county on «Hoe£curt day.

5»jS!!!S£i*

¦anna P Low lies,

WSmm
553LSS

:2&. i--..'¦fii'i.s'rts f»

Court-house, in the said city.

s.
". "

'¦ ROBERTS.

ihr l^clmw.u Citcttil, 'I''"'; ^ "v pLa^an,,. J duel^^^StssesssB:
' ura.i ? i «.«. nuu i!Uiirdi&n of Ktfliam i> Lownes, and Elias L hownes, Su,lJ,|ainl||Ji .

becca Lownes,

isw-Mt fiS" - S2#"?r£<£tell I' L«'.wnes Lewis Williams und Elizabeth A

by >a«i«factorv evidence that they are no[inhabitants oi

t'li- i'oinmoii wealtn, it !» «Irdered, that the said del id
.1 """

, . be held lor the said I "iirt,

with inserted in some newspaper published 111 the City
of Richmond Tor two months successively,
a. thefr-nt door of the Slate Court house, in the said

,Cltfov n-ewflm A C°py "p ROBERTS, Clerk.

J.S CHANCERY-Vi In Nottoway County

j.Juai'-ctiH Farley and'Sophia hi* wife, Plaintiffs:

V Campbell, late sheriff of Nottowav
rountv and, ?s such, administrator de bonis noli otAbraifain llucheu, de.e.sed «.d Archer llachelt
and all others, limits and distributees of -ad Abraham
" Th'i's di'iv tills cause rime on to be heard upon the bill
,,, ipe id iintiffsat'd the defendants, Archer llat. Iiett,infill other , heirs and d.st.lbuiees oi Abraham
'-I \ .used, not liavini: en.ered their appear-

,nl "iven ppcuritv according to Hie act ol A--
lM; and the rule-of ihi- Court, and it appearing by

s i isl ict<>rv . vldem.e thai til > are not inhabitants ot
till, i-oiniiionwe tlih. It I- Old. red that the said d»fend-
an.; I Wear here oi. the first da> of the next Feb
ruvv term, and answer the billot the plaintiffs; and
th^l'i. c..,iyo, this or.'er be t'ortliwilli inserted in some

..¦ :npet publi.-hed inther.it> ot Richmond, f. rtwo
n mils sa-.e-sively. and posted at the front d». r of
the .'..art 11on>e of this county; and ti.it all creditors
of ^ ii.| Ai.rahatn II uchett, dereasml, coine forward by,
r tief 're, the :ii-t dry ofJanu iry, 1^49. and make
known iheir cl.miist.i the said administrator ot Ahra-
hou IJatche't, deceased; and also that said defendant,
Ca.iiubell late sheiili and administrator as aforesaid,
render before Charles W. Kitz;erald (who is hereby
annointed a special commissioner for the purpose) an
account of his transactions as such, who is directed to
audit settle and stale the same, and make report there-
nfioi oiirt A Copy Teste,Jier. 4.cwSm C. W. FITZGER XLD.D.C.
in I'll \NCERY.Vihoim*:.At Rules held in the'

rie.it'> Office of the Su|wiior (^ourt of Chancery tor
the Richinond Circuit,the 11th diy of November *4*:
Joseph C Burton, Plaintiff:

Tliomas'ltNorvell, and other Defendants.
I he defendant above named not havine entered his

an-earance and Riven secuiiiy, according to the act of
a .' .|.|.iv and the rules of this Court, and it aptiearlngi?v . ilislactory evidence that he is not au inhabitant of

I' muii iiwealth, it is Ordered, thai the saul defend-this t omm nweami, « .

^ hp(d f )r ij|p ,;o,irt

Ihi iih inserted in sohic newspaper published in the
r> VVf Richmond, for two months .ucressively, and
posted at the front door ol the State Court-house, m he

"InoVu.cwOiii A C°Py ' VkoBERTa.C'erk.
1N.>lk^N0«£Y<7'7he SITpwiw C^urS8
the Ririiiv ' circuit, the 8th day of November, 1«48.

Mattht ^'ifaury and Rutson Maury, partners, trading
in the city ot New York, under the lirm and style of
Maury Brotheis, Piaintins.

against
William Maury, of l.iverpooi, and other Defendants
The defendant above named not having entered his

anoearance and pven security, according to the act ofAssembly and the rules of this I'wiu, and it appearing
l satisfactory evidence that he is not an inhabitant of
,t,M Commonwealth, it is Ordered, that the said defend¬
ant d.. appear at the rules to be held for the said Court,
on the first Monday in February next, and answer the
hill of the plaintiffs; and that a copy ol this order be
f,.nhv lib inserted io some newspaper published In the
city of Richmond, for two months successively, und
p»«ted at the front door of the Slate Court-house, in the

A C<""~T'p'rROBERTS. Clark.

|N CHANCERY.Vibgihia :.At a Circuit Superior
* Court uf L«w and Chancery, continued by adjourn-
merit and held for York county, the 2d of November,
18W:

Joseph iieneiifviile, Willis T. Mahone and Mary his
wife. Win. I.. Yatighan and Sarah his wife, Samuel
and Lucy Deneufville; the two last named of whom
are Infants.suin; by said Win. L Vaughan, their next

friend, Plaintiffs:
against

Allen Chapman and Sarah Deneufville, widow of
Robert J. Deneufville, deceased, Defendants.
Among other things the court doth adjudge, order

and decree that this cause be referred to the cotnmis-
monerof tins court, to take an account of all debis due
from the estate f Robert J. Deneufville, deceased, the
intestate in the pleadings mentioned; and ill persons
who may have claunsnigaliist the said intestate, are
lirreb.v required to exhibit the same for settlement be¬
fore the said coniwif-iotier by the first dav of February,A D. eighteen hundred and forty-nine; and the said
commissioner is to cause this order to be published for
ei^ht weeks in the Richmond Enquirer, a newspaperpublished in the city of Richmond, and to be posted at
the door of the Court liouat of this county on two se-
veral court days; and in default of their coming In to
prove their debts by the turn? above named, they ate all
t'> he excluded the benefit of ibis decree; but the per¬
sons so coming in to prove their debts, not parties tothis mil, are, before lhe> are to be admitted creditors,to conlitbule to the plaintitfs their portiou of the ex-
pent.ee of this suit, to be settled by the commissioner.

Extract.Teste.
BOLIVAR SHIELD, Clerk.

Trie creditors of Robert J Deneufville, deceased,are hereby notified that on Monday, the 15th day ofJai.ii.iiy next, I shall commence taking the accountsordeird by the foregoing decree, at iny office, In thetown of York, between the hours of 10, A. M , and 5,P.M.. at which time and p'ace they are requested toattend withtl elr papers, vouchers and other evidencelo enable m« to fulfil its requlremenis.
. ALEX. C. GARRETT, Com'r.York Town, Dec. 4.cw2m

RICHMOND, VA.
Monday Morning, January 8, 1840.

PUBLIC SENTIMENT IN VIRGINIA.
A strong voice, we are gratified to believe,

is coming up Iron) Virginia, from public
meetings, the press and private reports, in favor
of calm, united and stern resistance to the ag¬
gressions of Congress upon Southern rights..
The Democratic press of the State is unani¬
mous in the suppoif of the principle of Gover¬
nor Flood's resolutions, and in uncompromising
opposition to the ''surrender" involved in the

resolutions of Mr. Scott. As a specimen we

quote the Fredericksburg Recorder, which says-
"We are utterly opposed to this movemen'

of Mr. Sco:l's, for it is virtually yielding
ground; it is as much as to say to the North,
.drive on your infernal abolition car, we will
not resist you." Mr. Floyd's resolutions were

such as no Virginian should object to. They
take strong ground, but not too strong, and we

hopo the Legislature will *»ew the subject''
On the other hand, we are pleased to observe

that the Whig press generally give a cold

shoulder to Mr. Scott's proposition. We note

but two exceptions. The Whig refers to them
with rather a faint endorsement, and the Alexan

dria Gazette says:
"We decidedly prefer these resolutions (Mr.

Scott's) to those reported bj the Select Com-
mittee, which hare already been published, and
hops that if any action at all is taken in the
premises by the preseDt Legislalure, the sub
stitute, or something timilar, will be adopted.

Every other Whig paper that we have seen

publishes Mr. Scott's resolutions without one

word of comment. Is not this silence expres¬
sive? With this fact before us, and the gen©
ral impression that several leading and able

Whigs in the House will oppose them, we can¬

not brlieve that they will receive the smallest
favor at the hands of the Legislature.

It is true the Times of Saturday seeks to

break the force of the movement in Virginia
by arguing iD favor of General Taylor's devo¬
tion to ihe South, and asks if Southern Whigs
are ready to assent tcj "a virtual retraction of
their confidence in their own candidate, and an

admission that ho will not be able to effect the

settlement to which they pledged him. We

ask, now, does it become these Southern Whigs
to plead guilty for General Taylor to the

charges against his orthodoxy?"
The answer to this party appeal is simple and

easy. The committee (Whigs and Democrats)
whose Chairman, Governor Floyd, reported
these resolutions, could certainly have had no

design of reflecting upon General Taylor..
Their sole object was to unite the South upon
this vital questioo, and to sustain a Southern
President who should do his duty to the Consti¬
tution and the South. The Times will not deny
that General Taylor was universally supported
at the North as pledged not to veto the Wilmot

Proviso. Whether justly or not, the fact
stands forth undeniable. Now if Southern
Whigs were sincere in their profession! of

hostility to that odious measure, does it not
. become" them to give to General Taylor the

moral force of their assistance-and support"? So

far from reflecting upon General Taylor, would
it not be a relief to him to avow their real sen¬

timents, and to prepare the North for the stand
which tbey say he will assume in defence of
Southern rights? If General Taylor means to

veto the Proviso, why should not his Southern

Whig friends come forward to avow their sen¬

timents and to warn the North that the new

President will be true to the Constitution?.
Surely this is the most proper plan to unde¬
ceive the misguided North, to let the whole
truth be known, and to secure a recognition of
our rights, and the peace and safety of the
Union. Instead of yielding thfc ground, most

solemnly and deliberately taken by unanimous

Virginia, and, in the teeth of our professions,
treating the Wilmot Proviso as "a mere abstrac.

tion,5 in which the South 'takes but little inter¬

est," how much better would it be for the whole

Whig press of Virginia to occupy the attitude

patriotically set forth in the following article
from the Augusta, Georgia, Republic, an able

Whig paper. Certain it is, that Southern

papers that hesitate as to the stand the South
should now take, will be driven to the wall, or

"whipped into duty by the public sentiment of
the South:"
"Our Southern sky is overcast with clouds .

Where is our shield to piotect us from Ihe storm.

1' exists only in our own strong purpose and stem
d fivnee. II we falter for a morr.ent we are gone.
Let us catch irom freedom and equality ihe light
that can alone illumine our path and guide us to

salety. Southern papers that have contemncd ihe
cilons ol Southern men to maintain our rights,
will be whipped in'o duty by 'he public sentiment
of the Sou'h. It will not be long before they will
c'ann to have been the Simon Pures ol devotion
to Southern rights. The Chronicle & Sentinel,
and kindred prints, will contend that from the
beginning, they have been wi;h the South, and
will swear by all that's good, that they have
known nothing else. Now matk our prophecy,
and see wheiher it will prove true or false! These
very papers that have charged disunion and trea¬
son upon others, because tbwy wished to sustain
cur constitutional righis, will call Heaven and
Earth 10 witness, that they stood by them thro'
thick and thin.
"We would prefer their aid even if it be ob¬

tained from the storm ol public feeling. Their
weakness will be overlooked when their devotion
and repentance are duly exhibited in their acts.
We fear no assau'is, and ask for no favors on a

question Hk* this. Our banner is given to the
breez-, and we shall stand by it, in our public or

personal capacity, wherever and whenever ne¬

cessity demands it if us."

In this connexion, we take great pleasure in

republishing the following very sound and time¬

ly suggestions of ihe Winchester Virginian..
That paper is ediied with marked ability, judg¬
ment and z-al, and we thank the editors for thus
manfully coining to the rescue. The South can¬

not now recede one inch, cannot "submit," with,
out petilling her safety, her rights and Iht Union..
We commend the Virginian's sentiments to the

Legislature:
WILL THE SOUTH SUBMIT!.We can¬

not longer, if we would, cloae our eyes to the
dangers which seem to be thickening around us.

We had become familiarized to the discussions
upon the subject of the Wilmot Proviso, and
were calmly, but anxiously, looking forward to
the approaching crisis. In the contemplation of
this sui ject there was much to alarm us. But
we were, as we are now, determined to stand by
the Union so long as the Union remained what it
was designed to bo. Such is our love for the
Union, that we have always boasted our readi¬
ness to yield any and every cherished measure
rather than see it, for one moment, endangered..
This, we think, is nothing more than the senti¬
ment of every true patriot. But so soon as a
reckles« majority ceases to respect the terms up
on which it is founded; or in other words, avail
itself ol that concentrated stength which ibe terms
of the Union have been the means of bringing to¬

gether, to violate and trample upon the guaran¬
tied rights of the minority, then the Union ceases

to be a blessing. The abolitionists in Congress,
not content with endeavoring to fasten upon the
country the odious principles of the Wilmot Pro¬
viso, and thereby to assert and maintain a posi¬
tion in Congressional legislation at variance with
the clear interpretation ol the Constitution, in vio¬
lation of Southern rights, and to the manifest dis-
grace,and future danger of Southern States.arenov
bending their <fforlt tmoards the abolition of slavery
in the District of Columbia' In reference to this
move, we had our fears for the future. But we

confess that the bold and decided move which
has been made in this Congress took us by sur¬

prise! We were unprepared, at this time, for so

startling a proposition! We must nevertheless
meet it; and, we hope, that it will be met in a

proper manner.patiently, calmly, but firmly..
We can see no constitutional authority for the
enactment ot a law embodying the prin-

riples ol the Wilmot Proviso, or pro¬viding for the aboliiion of slavery in the
District. To pass such a law is a total disre¬
gard of the bonds of the Union. To forego its
passage, or to reject ii, violates no part of the
constitution. Ii may be a darling measure with
some; but is iuiol belter to yield it than to slake
ihe Union upon its parage 1 We have said
(hat sues we thought would be ihc course of the
true patriot If, however, it be persisted in, as
will doubife s be the case, the consequences rausi
tall upon those who push it to a final passage.
We would not have Southern Senators and
Representatives to act hastily or rashly upon ihe
subject. All the powers of argument and per¬
suasion should first b? exhausted. The pr«.flet of
compromise, provided it he not in conflict with
the constitution, should be thritemade and thrice
rejected; and then he v. ho remains longer in the
halls of legislation, thus converted into cells
where ihc means for the perpetration ol wrongs
and outisges are originate ), will not be held guilt¬less by a S 'Uthern constituency. We have ven¬
tured this asser ioB, let the Pres*, every where in
the South, say whether we are right. Will the
South longersubaiit 1

Judge A. B. Longstreet, an able and dis¬
tinguished citizen of Georgia, has been elected
President of the Centenary College at Jackson
Louisana. It is said tha'the Presidency oftho
University of Mississippi would have been
tendered to him some months since, but for the

unexpected absence of soma of the trustees.
His "Georgia Scenes'* have given him an ex¬

tensive popularity.to say nothing of his more

solid talents and virtues.

THE SCOURGE.
The cholera appeared in St. Petersburg,

Russia, on the 5th June, and on the 5lh De¬
cember (six months) it estimated that up¬
wards of twenty tho'^and have died, and at
least eighty thousand left the city, great num
bers of whom perished on the different roads.
From noon of Sunday, December 24, to noon

of Saturday, December 30, there were in New
Orleans six hundred and sixty iutermcnts, of
which five hundred and forty were death* by
cholera. About six hundred of these deaths
are estimated by the New Orleaus Mercury to

be of foreign birth.
Kor the twenty-four hours ending December

28th, at 6, P. M., there were in New Orleans
and Lafayetto one hundred and twenty-two
deaths from cholera.
The v.:>:h in New Orleans was cold and wet,

and very unfavorable for the sanetary condition of
the city. A despveh in the Savannah Georgian
dated New Orleans, Jan. 3 !, 11, A. M., says the
cholera was on the decrease, and the alarm had
considerably abated.but a late despatch, Jan. 4,
received at Baltimore, represents the disease as

s ill very bad.

SPECIAL ELECTION.
The following leuer announces ibc gratifying

intelligence of the election of our value.! friend
Gol. Goodson, from Washington county, to suc¬

ceed Gov. Floyd. Wc arc glad to see the Sout|>
west standing up so firmly :

Adi.nodj.h, Va., Jan. 1st, 1819.
Gentlemen: The old "wheei-horse" is a-ain

returned to the Legislature. Colonel Samuel E
Good<on's majority in the county 173 votes

beating the *'Gtand Sire and MogU:" A. "Oats' *

Cummin;;?, (Arthur C. Cntnmings.) the yt'Un»
scion of Whiggery, whom ibc Democrats have
made. And now he comcs out to oppose them,
and his relations, some of whom, are the most
bitter partizaas, that is, if low cunniug anii the
most underhanded trickery can be called poliiicai
partizamsm, they can be called so, from the "o!U
bcil-wcat/ur," to the small fry among them. Toe
Whigs have lelt no stone unturned, and we
have been told this evening that they confidently
epecied to defeat the Democratic party ; but
you will see that we have run up very nearly to

our majority in the Presidential Election. Ta¬
king every thing into consideration, we hav"
great cause lor rejoicing. Some of the Taylor
Democrats returned to llitir first love.

The Whig* (now see what they will say) will
sav, that there being a tide in our rivers, carried
ofl many of their voters. Tne trgth, if it couid
be K«cer;ained, is thai there were more Demo¬
cratic voters, boating, than there were Whigs..
Democracy is rising in 01 i Washington. In
the spring election we are to have another race,
but every thing will go on merrily, an.' if their
young scion wants another good drubbing, let
him plume himself ami iry it again. Old Goodson
it a whi le team wi hin himself, and deserves
much of his party, and will everb* remembered
by them as he justly deseives.
The Whigs, this evening, sprung an entire

new charge on him.that is, tha' he has reclvcd
54,400 from the Treasury of Virginia. Now,
does not this show, that principles cons itute no

part of ilieir policy, and ;h.t; it i< for the spoils
they gol Democracy ought to look to them
in relation to these matter*, pon .'er over them,
and teach their children to look to the present
Whig p icy. But to the vote:

Goodson. Cummings.
Fleenor's, IH51
Courthouse, 283 *217
Met-ks', 97.10
Three Springs-, 12913

527 354
WASHINGTON.

.A low and vulqar Society, of wlil.-h h.i was Trinci
pal.the paps word of which I have umtrMtoMi was

"oats."

Mr. .\ flea lie has been elected by the Kentucky
Legislature Senator of the United S ates, to

serve until the 4 h of next March. It »«thought
that Mr. Clay wni be chosen for the next term.

£5- We are requested to state that William
A. Moncuredeclines being a candidate for re¬

election from the county <.f Caroline, .o the neit

House of Dclcga'es.
MESSAGE OF TC1E

President of the U. strife*,
RELATIVE TO THE MEXICAN TARIFF.

The following message, lr< m the President of
the United States, was laid before the House of

Representatives on Wednesday last, and referred
to a select committee. It is i:: answer to Mr.
Bolts' resolution:
To the House of R'prescnloti: of

the United Stales.
In answer to the resolution of the 18th of De¬

cember, 1848, requesting information "under
wfnt law or provision of the constitution, or by
what other authority," the Secretary of the Trea¬
sury, with the "sanction and approval" o! the
President, established "a tariff of duties in the
ports ofthe Mexican republic" "during the war

with Mexico," and "bv what legal, constitution¬
al, or ether authority," the "revenue thus deriv¬
ed" was appropriated to "the support of the army
in Mexico," I refer the House to my annual
message of the 7th of December, 1847; to my
message to the Senate of the 10th of February,
1848, responding to a call of that body, a copy ol

which is herewith communica ed; and to my
message to the House of Representatives of the
24th of July, 1848, responding to a call of that
House.
The resolution assumes that the Secretary of

the Treasury ' established a tariff of duties in
the pons ol the Mexican republic." The contri¬
butions collected in this mode were not establish¬
ed by the Secretary of the Treasury, but by a

military order issued by the President, through
the War and N.r.'y Departments. For his infor¬
mation the President directed the Secretary of
the Treasury to prepare and report to him a scale
of duties. That report was made, and the Pre¬
sident's military order of the3lst March, 1847,
was based upon it. The documents communi¬
cated to Congress with my annual message of
December, 1847, show the true charactcr of that
order.
The authority under which military contribu¬

tions were exacted and collected from the enemy
and applied to the support of ^urarmy during the
war with Mexico, was stated ia the several mes¬

sages referred to.
In the first of these messages I informed Con¬

gress thai "on the 31<t of March las; I caused
an order to be issued to cur military and naval
commanders to levy and collect a military con¬

tribution upon all vessels and merchandise which
might enter any of the ports ol Mexico in our

military occupation, and to apply such contribu¬
tions towards defraying the expenses of the war.

"By virtue of the right of conquest and the
laws of war, the conqueror, consulting his own
safety or convenience, may either exclude foreign
commerce altogether from all such pons, or per¬
mit it upon such terms and conditions as he may
prescribe. Before the principal ports of Mexico

wore blockaded by our n::v>', ;he revenue donned
Irom import duties und r ihe laws ol Mexico
was paid into ihe Mexican treasury. Al'ei thse
ports had (al'en into cor military possession. tJ:e
blockade was raise !, and commerce with them
permitted upon prescribed terms an I conditions.
They were opened so he irade ol a I! r-ation-,
upon the payment ol duties more numerate in

theirjamoun, than those which had been previous¬
ly Irvied by Mexico, and the revenue which was

lormeriv paid into the Mexican treasury was di¬
rected to l-c collected by onr military ami naval
officers, and applied to the uic of our army as.d
navy. Care was taken that th officers, soldiers
and sailor^ of our armv and n ivy should bo
exemp ed from the operations of the orie ; and
as the merchandise imp >rtcd, upon which the or-

d'.roperated, must be con-urntd by .Mexican citi-
z-*ns, the contributions exacted were in rflect .he
seizure ol the public revenues of M xico, and
the application of tnein to our own u?c. In di¬
recting this fmeasure, the object was to compel
the enemy to contribute, as far as practicable,
towards the expenses «if the war."

It was also stated in that menage, thni "meas¬
ures have recently been adopted, by which the
internal as well as the external revenues of Mex¬
ico, in all places in our military occupation, will
be seized and appreciated to the use of our aimy
and navy.
"The policy of" levying upon the enemy con-

tiibutinns in every form consistently with the
laws of nations, which it may be practicable fur
our military command' rs to adopt, should, in my
judgment, be rigidly enb rccd, and orders to this
efleet have accordingly been given. By such a

policy, at the same time that our own treasury
will be relieved from a heavy drain, the Mexican
people will be made to feel the burden* of the
war, and, co.nsultingtheir own interests, may be
induce! the more readily to require their rulers
to accede to a ju-t peace."

In the 9ame message, I iuformed Congre-s
that the amount of the "loan" which would be
required for the further prosecution of the war,
might be "reduced by whatever amount of ex-

penditure can be saved by military contributions
collected in Mexico;" and that "the most rigo¬
rous measures for the augmentation of these
contributions have beon directed, and a very
considerable sum is oxpected from that source."
The Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual re¬

port of that year, iu making his estimate of the
amount of loan which would probably be derive'!,
reduced the sum in consideration of the amount
which would probably be derived from these con¬

tributions, and Congress authorized the loan up
on this reduced estimate. In the message of the
10th of February, 1 i?4S, to the Senate, it was
stated that "No principle is better established
than that a nation at war has the right of shifting
the burden off itself, an ! imposing it on the ene¬

my by exacting military contributions. Tiic mode
ot making such exactions must be left to the dis¬
cretion ot the conqneror, but it should be exer¬
cised in a manner comformaMe to the rules of
civiliz-J warfare. The right to levy these con-
iribmions is is-ential to the successful prosecu¬
tion o! war in an enemy's couctrv; and the prac-
liceot nations has been in accordance with this
principle. It is as clearly necessary as the right
to fi;ht battles, and its cxeicise is often e*s. ntial
to the subsistence ol the army. En training no

doubt that the military right :o excluJecuin-
merce altogether Irom the ports of the enemy in
oar military occupation in:!uled thr mi .ur tight
of a Imiiiing it un ler prescribed con 'itlon*, it be¬
came an impor'ant question, at th* date of the
order, wh . her there shoull be a discrimination
between vessels and cargoes belonging to citizens
of the United States and vessels and cargoes be¬
longing to neutral nations."

In the messageto the Liou-e of Representatives
of the '2-lth ot'July, 1813, it was stated tha: "it is
Irom the same source ol authoiity that we derive
the unques i' ncd right, after the war ha- been de¬
clared by Congress to blockade the ports and
coasts of the enemy, to capture his towns, cities,
and provinces, and to levy contributions upon
him fc-r the support of our army. Oi the same
character with the<e is the rigtit to subject to our

temporary military government the conquered
t< ri itories o! our enemy. They are all belligerant
right®, and their excrcisr is as essential to the .suc¬

cessful prosecution of a foreign war as the right to
fiiht b it !e«."
Hy the Constitution, the power, "to declare"

war is vested in Congress ; at. J by the same in¬
strument it is provided'hat "the Pre ilert shall
be com nander-in chief of the army and navy of
the Uni cd States," and tha: "he «hall take care
that the laws be faithf'illy executed.-'
When Congress have exerte 1 their power by

declaring war against a foreign na'i"n, it ie the
duty of me Preeident to prosecute i . Trie Con-
stitu icn has prescribed no particular mode in

< hich he shall perform this duty.
The manner of con luctingthe war is not defi¬

ned by the constitution
The term ivar, used in tha'. inurnment, has a

wcil understood meaning among nations. That
meaning is derived Iron the laws of nations, a

code which is recogn z-d by all civiiiz-d Pow¬
ers a* b-irig obligatory in a state of war I he

power i-derived !r''m th? Constitution, anil thr
manner of exercising it is regula'ed by the laws
ofna'i. ns. When C ngress have declared war,
they, in effect, make it th" duty of thf Presid-m.
in prosecuting it by land and "-en, to resort t;> «ll
the modes and to' txercise all th" powi rs and
liglrs which o h-r nati< n* at war possess.
He is invested with the same pow-r in this

respect as if he were personally prc«en'. com-

ma tiding our fleets by s-a, or our armies by
laud. lie may conduct the war by is-uing or

ders for fighting ba tie*, besieging and ea wring

cities, conquering and holditig the provir.cesu!
th" enemy, ur bv capturing his vessels and other
propeny on the lii'h seas, ft hi these arc n >t the

only modes of prosecuting the war which are re¬

cognized by the laws of nati r.s, and to which he
i« authorized to resort. The levy ol contribu¬
tion-on the enemy is a right ol war, well estab

lished, and universally acknowledged amor.g na

tijr.s, and one which every belligerent p"s ss-.ng
the ability may properly exercise. The most ?p-
proved writers on public law admit and vindi¬
cate this right as consonant with reason, justice
and humanity.
No principle is betcr established than that '. we

have a right to deprive <>ur enemy o! his f-os-
sessions, of everything which may augment iiis
strength and enable him t'» make war. This
everyone endeavors to accomplish in the man¬

ner most su table to him Whenever we have
an opportunity we seize on the enemy's property
and convert it to oui own use; and thus, besides
diminishing the enemy's p wer, we augment our

own, and ob ain at least a par'ial indemnification
or equivalent either for what constitutes the sub¬
ject of the war, or for the expenses and losses in¬
curred in i s prosecution; in a word, we do our¬

selves justice." "Instead of the custom of pillag¬
ing the open country and defenceless places," the
levy of contributions has been "sobsiituteri.".
"Whoever carries on a just war, has a tight to

make the enemy's country contribute to the sup¬
port of his army, and toward- defraying all the
charges ol the war. Thus he obtains a part of
what is due to him; and the enemy's subjects, by
consenting to pay the sum demanded, have their
property secured f-'om pillage, and the country is
preserved." These principles, it i- belieVfd, are

uncontroverted by any civilized nation in nv-dein
times. The public law of nations, by which they
are recognized, has been held by our highest ju¬
dicial tribunal as a code which is applicable to

our "situation" in a state ot war, p.sd binding on

the United States; while in admiralty and mari¬
time cases it is olten the governing rule I: is in
a just war that a nation has the "right to make
the enemy's country contribute to'he support of
his army." Not doubting that our late war with
Mexico was just on the part of the United S ates,
1 did not hesitate, when charged by the constitu¬
tion with its prosecution, to excrcise a power
common to all other nations; and Congress was

du'.y informed of the mode and extent to which
that power had been an! would be exercised at
the commencement of their first session thereafter.
Upon ihe declaration ol war against Mcxico

by Congress, the United States were entitled to

all the rights which ar.v o her nation at war

would have possessed. These rights could only
be demanded and enforced by the President,
whose du'y it was, as "commander in-chief ot the

army and navy of the United States," to execute
the law of Congress which declared the war. la
.the act dcclaiing war, Congress provided lor rais¬

ing men and money to enable the President "to

prosecute it to a speedy and successful termina¬
tion." Congress prescribed no mode ol conduct*
ing i', but left the President to prosf cute it accord¬
ing to the laws ot the nations as bis guide. In¬
deed, it would have been impraeiicable lor Con¬
gress to have provided lor all the details ol a

campaign.
The mode of levying contributions must neces¬

sarily be left to the discre icn of the conqueror,
subject to be cxerciscd, however, in conlormity
with the laws of nations. It may be exerci-ed by
requiring a given sum, or a given amount ol

provisions, to be furnished by the authorities ol

a captured city or province; it may be exercised
by imposing an interna! tax, or a tax on the en¬

emy's commerce, whereby he may be deprived ol

his revenues, and these may be appropriated to

the use of the conqueror. The latter mode was

adopid l>y the collection of duties in the ports ol
Mexico in <>ur military occupation during .he
late war with thai republic.
So well established is the military right to do

this under the laws < I nation*, 'bat ou. miliary
and nava! officers, commanding our forces on

the theatre ol war, ailoped the same mode of
levy in? contributions iron) 'he enemy, before the
the order of the Prcsidrnt ot the 31st of March,
1847, was issued. The general in command ol
the armv at Vera Crez. upon bis own view ot
his powers and du'ies, and without speeitie in¬

structions to that t-flecl, immediately alei the

capture ol that city, adopted this mode. By his
order ot theiJrth of M-irch, 1H-I /, hcntlolore com-

ntcnicatcd to 'he lK.usc ot Representatives, he
directed a "temporary anil moderate lanfi ot rfu-

tics to be estallished."
Such a tariff was established, ai:d contribu¬

tions were ccllecttd and applied t<> t'.e lists of
our army. At a Mill earlier period, the same

power was exercised by tl.e naval officers in

command ol our squadron on the Pacific coa4t.
Not doubting the autlioii'.y 10 res; rt to this

mode, the oider of the "l'.tot March, 1817, was

issu d, an 1 was in eflcct bu: a modification
ol ih<- previous onleis of these officers, by mak¬

ing the lates of contribution uniform, and dir--l-
their col ection in all the poit- ol the enemy

in^our military occupation and uudtr our tempo¬
rary mili-nry government.
The rit'ht to levy contributions on the enemy

in the form of import and export duties in his
ports, was sanetionei by the treaty of peace won

.Mexico, by that treaty, both Governments ie-

c- gnised and conljrmed the exercise of that
risnt. By its provisions, "the cu»ioin-houses at

all ports occupied by the foicesot the Lni.eu
.States" were, upon the exchange ol ratifications,
lobe delivered up :o the Mexican authorities,
1 io2**ih'*r with ail bonds «ti-ci evideocps^of ctw

I r duties oil importations and exporta ions not

V t la'len due:" and "all du.ies on iinrortsar.d
on exports collected ai such custom-houses or

elsewhere in Mexico bv authority of the Uni eu

.States," b-fore the ratification ot the trea y Ny
ti e Mexican Govemm m, were :o I e|retained by
the United States, and only the net: amount ot

<1 iiiies collected after ini- period wa«iobe de¬
livered to the Mexican Government." l»y
provisions, a'si, a 1 merchandise "imp Tied pn -

viousiy i.> ihe restoration ot the cus'om-hou«.«s
to the Mexican authorities," or "exported Irom

any Mexican pott whilst in the occupation of

the force-of the United S ates," was protected
from confiscation and from the payment of any
iinpor. or export duties to llie Mexican Uovern-

ment, Seven although the importation of such
merchandise "be prohibited by ihe Mexican ia-

rff." The treaty also provides that should ihe

custom-houses be surrendered t3 'he Mexican
authorities, in less than sixty days from the date
of its signature, the rates of duty on merchandise
imposed by the United States were in thai
event, to survive the war until the end ot this

period: and, in the mean time, Mexican custom¬

house oili :ets were bound to levy no other duties
theicon "ihan the duties established by the tarifl
lound in torce at such custom-house at ihe time

of the restoration of the same." Tie tarin

found in force ai such custom-house*, which is

recognised andsustained by ibis stipulation, was
that established by the military order of the .ilst

ot March, 1617, as a mode ot levying and co.«

lec in" military contributions from the enemy.
The right to blockade the ports and coasts ol

the enemy in war is no more provided for or pre-
scribed by the constitution than ihe right to levy
and collect contributions from him in the form ol

duties, oi uihei wise; and yet it has no', been ques¬
tioned that ihe Piesident had ihe power, atter

war had been declared by Congress, to order our

navy to blockade tl.e ports an i coasts of Mexico.
Th - light in both cases exists under the laws ft

nations, lithe President cannot order military
contributions to be collected without an act of

Con^s, for the same reason be cannot oroer a

blockade; nor can he direct the enemy's vessel*
to be captured on the high seas; nor can he or .er

our military and naval olll ters to invade the ene-

my's country, conquer, hold and subject to our

military government bis cities and provinces;
nor can he aive to our military and naval com¬

manders orders to perform many o her acts es¬

sential to success in war.

If, when the city ol Mexico was capture'!, the

commander of our forces had found in the Mexi¬
can treasury public money which the enemy had

provided to mippoit his army, can it be doubted
that he possessed the right to seiz* and appropri-
a e it for the u*e ol our own armv 1

If the money captured from the enemy could
have bten thus lawfully seized and appropriated,
it would have b-vn by virtue of the laws of w.ir,
recognized by all civilized nations; and by ihe
Mine authority the source® of revenue and of
-upply of the enemy may be cut off from him,
whereby he may be weakened and crippled in

his means of continuing or waging the w ar.

the commanders of our forces, while acting un¬

der the or !ers of the President, in the heart of

1 the cnemv'> country, and surrounded by a hos¬
tile population, possess none of these essential
and indi-ptn«ab'e powers of war, bjt must halt
the army at every step of its progress and wait
l. r an act of Congress to be passed to authorize
them to do that which every other nation has
the riaht to do by virtue of the laws of nations,

then indeed, is the givernment ol the United
S ales in a con !iii">n ot imbecility and weakness,
whi h mils; in ail future time render it impossi¬
ble to prosecute a foreign war in an enemy s

c uiniry successfully, or to vindicate the national
right* and ihe national honor by war.

The contributions levied were collected in trie

enemy's country, and were ordered to be "ap¬
plied' in the enemy's countiy "towards defray¬
ing the expenses of the war," an the appropri¬
ations made by Congress for that purpose were

ihtis relieved, and considerable balances remain
cd undrawn from the treasury. The amount of
contributions remaining unexpended at the clo^o
of the war, a«. far as the accounts of collcc ing
and disbursing officers have be n settled, have
been p:iid into the treasury, in pursuance of an

order for that purpose, except the sum 'applied
towards the payment ol the first instalment due
under the treaty with Mexico,' as staled in my
last annual message, for which an appropriation
bad been made by Congress. Th-* accounts ol
some of these otlicer*, a? staled in the report of
the Secretary of War accompanying that mes¬

sage, will require legislation before they can be
finally settled. . ,

In the late war with Mexico, it is confidently
believed that the levy ot contributions, ar.d the

seizure of the sources of pub ic reveni"*, "P
which the enemv relied to enable him to eon inue

the war, csen ially contributed tohas en peace.
Uy those means the government an I people of
Mexico were made to fe-l the pressure ;,f ihe war
ant .o realize that it it was protracted, its burdens
and inc .nveniences must be borne by themselves.

No-withstanding the great success of our aims,
it may well be doubted wheth r an honorable
peace would yet have been obtained, bui lor the
very contributions which were exaced.

JAMES K. POLIC.
Washington. January *3 1849.

LEGISLATURE OF V1RGINI A.

Phiiuy, JANi*4itf 5, 1819.
FIOUSE OF DELKtiATES.

Prayer by the Reverend Leroy 4V1. Lee, of the
Methodist Church.

Mr. STOVALL, from the committee on Pi-
nance, reported a bill imposing taxes for the

support of Government.
A bill authorizing a separate election at Bos

ton Post Office, in Culpeper county, was report¬
ed from the committee on Propositions, with an

amendment by Mr. Jones;
A bill concerning the jurisdiction of the

Mayor's Court of Richmond;
A bill concerning the tobacco trade of Alex-

j andria; and
A bill concerning the jurisdiction of Courts of

Chancery, were reported from the committee
for Courts of Justice by Mr. SCOTT.
Mr. SMITH, from the Special Committee,

reported a bill voting swords to Ro. E. Lee and
Francis Taylor.

.Mr. JONES, from the committer* on Propo¬
sitions, &c , presented a bill authorizing a se-

parate election at the house of Thomas Miller,
in Braston county; also,
A bill authorizing a «eparatc election at the

house late the residence of Adam Rosenbauoi,
senior, deceased, in Wythe count}*, and
A b II to change the place of holding a scpa

rate election in Highland county.
Mr. POWELL, trom the committee on

Claims, reported adversely on (he petition of
Wm. T. Lemo*ey.
Mr. STOVALL, frcm the commit ee on Fi¬

nance, reported adversely 10 cnangin? the :ime ni

issuing licenses trr-m the Miy to the November
Coua«. Also, adversely io am-nling the law
relating to he duties of Commissioners of the
Revenue, as to require of said officers to see eve¬

ry individual within his^juri-diction subject 10

assessment. Also, adversely to the petition of
Cyrus A Larue and o hers, of Greenbrier.
which last was laid on the table, 01 motion of
Mr. MARTZ
Mr. JONES, from the committee on proposi-

:ions presented a report adverse to the petition
an.I memorial {or and against certsi;. proceed¬
ings had, and further action in fixing the seat ot

justice of Hancock county, whi h, on h;s mo*

tion, was laid on the table.
Mr. CLENDENIN, Irom ihe Speri I commit-

tee, reported a bili authorizing a sworu to be vued
to Major Andrew Waggoner.

RESOLUTIONS.
On motion oi Mr. PITTS.Resolved, That it

be referred to a committee ol five, to report a bill
extending the provisions ot :he act ol Assembly
passed 4th Feb. 1819 entitled an net to reduce
iti'o one the several acts to oblige vessels coming
trom toreign pons 10 perforin quarantine on ihe
Ohio river and it. uibutaries.
Mr. PITTS Irom the committee, reported a

bill in compliauce uith the above resolution.
On motion ot Mr SHEFFEY.Resolved, By

the General Assembly,that the Libiaiian ol ihe
Commonwealth extend th? use of ihe Public
Library to the Ministers ot ihe various religious
denominations who may open the daily sessions
ot either house ot ihe General Assembly by
prayer upon ihe terms on which delegates and
Senators enjoy tne privilege.
On mciion of Mr. GEORGE.Resolved, That

so inucti ot tnc Second Auditor's report as re-

ters ;o Emoiy ani llenry College, be referred to
the committee ot Schools, Ac.
On motion ol Mr. IRVINO ot Cumbe.land-

Resolved, That the committee <>n Claims enquire
inio ihe propriety ot paying to S. H. Parriott,
the sum due him tor services as a guard in con¬

veying a | ri»otier;o iht Penitential)'.
PETITIONS

Petitions were presented, and appropriately
referred:
By Mr. THOMPSON ol Jefferson: Ol the

President and Directors«t the SmuhfieM, Charles-
town and Harper's Ferry Turnpike Company, to
chance the b cation of their road, so that it may
enter the town ol Charlestown near Lock's Mill,
and lor other purpi ses.
Bv Mr. SHEFFEY: From the Presidents of

the Richmond and Petersburg, and Rirhmod,
Fred-rick: burg, and Potomac Rail R. ad, in re

ply to a communication of H. D. Bird, Esq., to
ihe Board ol Public Wo k*.

BILLS PASSED.
A bill to annex toihecouniy ol Roanoke a

part o! Montgomery county.
A bill to declate Point Pleasant creek and

Elk Fork, in Tyler county, public highways.
On motion ot Mr. SHEFFEY, the Hou«e ad¬

journed.
Saturdiy, Janitart Gth, 18J9,
H'JUSE OF DELEGATES.

Prayer by the Rev. Almond Gjge, of the Uni¬
versalis! Church.
Mr SCOT I', from the committee for Courts of

Justice, presented a bill changing ihe tim-ol
holding ihe Circuit Superior Courts ol Spottsyl-
vania and Caroline county; and
A bill chancing ihe lime of holding the Cir¬

cuit Superior Cours of Rockbridge, Nelson and
Albemarle.

Mr. POWELL, from the committee on Claim®,
presented a bill concerning George Pickett anJ
Thomas A. Withers.
Mr. LAYNE of Alleghany, from the commit¬

tee on Roads, presented a bill to provide lor the
construction ol a road from the Forks of Sandy-
River, in Wayne county, to the Kanawha Turn¬
pike, in Cabell coun'y.
Mr MAYO presented a bill to provide for the

repair ol the Governor's house, and furnishing
the same.
Mr. FUGATE offered ihe following resolu¬

tion, which, on motion ol Mr. MARTZ, was

laid cn the (aide.
Resolved, That ihe commii're on Finance en¬

quire into ihe expediency of taxing slaves under
1*2 years of age
A bill direc ing the Governor to presen1 sword?

to Robert A Lee and Francis Taylor, was, on

mo ii.n of Mr. RIVES, laid on the lab'e. [Mr.
Rives stated thai he did not desire to kill the bill
by this motion, but he simply de-ired it should
lie on the table until the committee on voting
swords should make a repoit.]
A bill to provide lor the repairs ol the Govern¬

or's house, and lumishins the same, (the bill ap¬
propriates 37,000,) was taken up.
Mr RIVES moved to strike out g7,000 and in¬

sert .$"2 500
Mr. FERGUSON moved to amend by insert¬

ing 35,000 and the amount heretofore appropria¬
ted, but unexpended.
Altera long debate between Messrs. RIVES,

MAYO, FERGUSON,SCOTT,THOMPSON
ot Boietourt, and TOWNES, the amendment ot
Mr. Fergus-n was lost.
The amendment ol Mr. Riv*< w*s also lost
Mr. BASSELL moved to amend by striking

out S7,000 and insertion §3,500.
Tne motion was divided, first on striking ou',

which was decided in the affirmative.ayes 56,
noes 16.
On motion of Mr. WATSON, the bill w»3

recommitted.
A bill authorizing a sword to be presented to

Major Andrew Waggoner was laid on the table.
PETITIONS.

Petitions were presented and appropriately re¬

ferred:
By Mr. LA1DLEY: Of citizens of Kanawha

CJtiniy, tor an appropriation tor the construction
ol a Railroad on State account, from the head ol
s eamboat navigation on the Kanawha river, to

s line point at or near Covington.
By Mr. STOVALL: Ot Robert Earley for a

c'Mtise in the law concerning mill dams.
By Mr. TOMLIN: Of James B Harrison,

|i>r a divorce trom iri? wile Sarah C. Harrison.
By Mr. WiilTE: Ofcitiz ns ol L ndout), for

pmni'jion tor Harry Parker, a lr«e man ofco-
I« r, to remain in the Commonwealth
By Mr. SEGAK: Ofcitiz-nsof Hampton and

Elizabeth city county, lor an act of incorporation
o! the town of Hanip'nn.

By Mr. MASSEY: Ol citizens of Front Roy¬
al Warren county, for amendments of corpora¬
tion law.
By Mr. BYRNE of Braxton: For the forma-

ti.ir, of a new county ou' ot parts of Randolph,
Nicholas and Braxton counties.
By Mr. WELTON: Of cicz-ns of Hardy

county,for the establishment of a Savings Bank
in 'he town of Moorfi' d.

By Mr. MOOK I'- Remonstrance of ci'z ns

ot Cabell, against adilinz any portion ol said

county to 'he county ol Pu'nam.
By "Mr. FINNEY: Of several citizens ol Ac-

comae, for the division of said county.
By Mr. HIETT: Of citizens of Hampshire

and Morgan, for the incorporation of a com

pany to construct a turnpike road frcm a point
on the North Western Turnpike, to some point
on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, at or near

the Paw Paw tunneil in Morgan county.
By Mr. SMITH: The proceedings of the

Common Council and the vote of the people of
the town of Alexandria, asking an amendment
of the charier of said town, so that the Com¬
mon Council may he authorized to subscribe io

the stock of the Orar.gc and Alexandria Rail¬
road Company.
By Mr. FERGUSON: Of citizens of Logan

and Boone counties, Lr the passage of a law se¬

curing to previous patentees, whose lauds ^jre
inc'uded within the limits ot large surveys,
the titles to their lands; al'o. asking amend¬
ments to the several sets concerning delir.quent
and forfeited lands Wet of the Alleghany
mountains; which petition was referred to a

committee of Messrs. Ferguson, Mayo, Moore,
Clendenin and Co lins.
By Mr. SHEPARD: Of citizens of Accomac,

for the division of said county.
RESOLUTIONS.

On motion of Mr. FUGATE.Resolved, That
the committee for Counsel Ju>'ice enquire into

the expediency ol defining the manner ot givinz
notice to paries livinz ou; of the county in which
the application it made to try the rizh'* ol proper¬
ty before a jus ice -1 the peace, .13 is required by
an act, passed 19 h dav of March, le>39; also, as

required by '.tic secind section of an act, passed
March 6 h. IS40, relating to new iriaL betore a

justice of the p-'ace.
On motion of Mr. LAIDLEY.That the com¬

mit ee lor Courts of Justice enquire into the ex¬

pediency ot chanzir.g the time lor holding the

county courts t Kanawha, Cabell, Wayne, Lo¬
gan, Boone and Putnam c«unties. i

On motion ol Mr. BYRD.Resolved, that the
cemmittee on Propositions enquire int.» t.>e expe¬
diency ot parsing a law allowing a premium for

killing crows in Bath county.
On motion of Mr. ROBINSON.Resolved,

That tlje use of th- Hail ol the House of Dele-
sates be cran ed to ihe Rev. G. Copway, chiet of

the Chippewa tribe ot Indian^, on Toes lay
evening next lor the purpose of delivering a lec¬

ture upon the subject ot a p an propose ! by him

for civiiiziug '.he condition of the Njrth Ameri¬
can Indians.
On motion of Mr. ALLEN.That the cem¬

mittee on Fmatrce enquire into ihe expediency ol

passing a law authorizing the commis-ioners ot

elections to receive the revenue tax on the <1 av*

ot election o! vo ers who have been assessed ana

have not been returned delinquent lor non-pay-
raent (f the same.
On motion of Mr. WORTHINGTON.Re-

solved, Tnat the committee on Roads enquire

in'o i!;c expediency ol extending 'be limits pre¬
scribed in the third section ot the act, passed
Mrrch 1G h, 1847, entit.ed an aa to incorporate
the Little's FalU Railroad Company.

BILLS PASSED.
A bill to ext' fiJ ihequarantitic laws to the* Ohio

river and its iributaiie>;
A bid aliowii g the Commissi >ners of the Re¬

venue 1 r the county id Loui'tun compensation
lor listing do::?;
A biil au'ln r /.ins the payment cl a sum ut

rn :.ey to J. B.an.i VV. liit**;
A bill tu confirm the grant by the Common

Council ol Alexandria, d pjrtol certain stieets
in said town to th-- Ah'XanJriu Canal Company;
A bill ta ir.curpora e tne ReJ Oak Academy ot

B:unswick county;
A biil an hoiiziug a separate election at Boston

Post Ollice in Culpepcr county;
A bill authorizing the sale ol the real estate of

Roger Atkinson ol Halifax cour;tt;
A bill providing tor the purchase ol :urni!ure

lor the Eastern and Western Asylums and lor
0 her purposes.
On motion ol Mr. DABI4ACOTT, ike House

adjourned
IMPRISONMENT OF AMERICAN CITI¬

ZENS
i;ORKESPOM»D.\cn WITH TflE BRITISH GOV-

EK.VMt.NT.
The President has submitted the coirespon-

dence between ifce American and British govern¬
ments, with rtference to the imprisonment ot
American ciiiztns in Ireland. The documents
are quia1 voluminous an abstract ol' wbichwe
lind Mi the New York Herald. They Show that
our government have promptly and ably and
1-iithiul.y done their duty. Atier some pieliun-
nary letters, Loid I'aimersion says :

"Her Majesty's government, will knowing the
constitutional difficulties ol the government ot
the United Stan s, and convinced that the Presi¬
dent has employed to n.e utmost the very limited
mean* within his power to check and di-coun e-

nance the proceedings above mentioned, have
in t (ressed the govern unn;. ol the United S airs
with representations against a staic ol things,
which, under other circumstances, would scarce¬

ly have bvpn compatible v.iih tne continuance
e l Iriendly relations between the two governments.
But then, on the oiher hand, the government ol
the United States must net take it amiss mat her

Majesty's governmcn; should ies. rt to measures
11 precaution and repression in regard t«-persous,
whatever iheir nationally may be. who, in thin
posture ot affair-, may come Horn the United
Stars to this realm; and it theie should be any
ritiz-ns i f tr.e United States who have chiseii
this period ol dinuibinee lor vi-iiing Itelar.i! for
ianoeenl purposes, ihey must n< t be surprised,
i!, like persons whom curiosity may lead into
the midst ol a battle they shoaid be involved in

me success ol measures aimed at men ol a differ¬
ent description."

Lord Palmersion continues, by refusing copies
of the instructions issued bv the police au hoiities
respecting Americansarriving in Ireland,and con¬

cludes by saying, signiricantly enough, "Bui her
Majcstv's Government are responsible tor all act?

which may be done in consequence ol such in¬
struction^ and from their responsibilities, in this
respect, thty have no wish or intention to shrink.

In alluding to that portion cl Lord Pa'mer-
ston's communication, claiming Mr. Kyan as a

British snbjf-c', Mr. Bancrolt remark* that 'be
claim ol Great Britain to perpetual allegiance
IV;.in all persous who happen to have been born
their, i-, ot course, .untenab e, and asks Mr.
Buchanan's views on the subject. Mr. Buchan¬
an lurnishes his opinion in ihese words:

' Treason cannot be commuted by a citizen of
the United S ates against a loreign government;
and we are bouu.l, "by oveiy principle ol laiih
and national honor, to maintain the doctrine as

firmly in lavorof our naturalized as our native
citizens. I should uust that ihe British govern¬
ment are not prepared, by the ttial ot Mr. Kich-
ard Ryan tor treason, to' precipitate a question
which must produce such a tremendous excite¬
ment throughout our couniry, especially when
[his can be so easily avoi led. It Ryan has vio¬
lated the laws of Great Br. ain, within her do¬

minions, he can be tried and punished lor an ol-
fence ol a diflerem denomina ion."
This opinion Mr. Buchanan subsequently cor¬

rects in another letter, as follows:
"Black-tone, in his Commentaries, vol. I, page

309, savs that allegiance is distinguished by law
'into two species, the one natural, the other focal;
the lormer b»-ing also perpetual, the Ititer tempo¬
rary.' Again: 'Local allegiance is such asisdue
Irom an alien, or stranger horn, lor so long a

time as he continues within the King's domin¬
ions, and protection; and it ceases the ins ant
such stranger transfer* hitus- If iroin this king¬
dom to another.' According to British law and
practice, therelorc, aliens guilty of treasonable
acts whilst residing in England, are tried and
punish':' for high treason. Vide I, East's Crown
Law, p. 5«; 4 Blacksu-nc-'s Commentaries, p. 74.
1 take it, also, 'hat, even in this country, a lo-

r<*igner, whilst enjoying the protection ol our

laws, and consequently owing temporary allegi¬
ance to our government, might, during this peri¬
od, commit treason against the United States, in
levying war against them, or in adheiing :o their
enemies, giving them titeir aid are) com ort. In¬
deed, this seems to have Veen taken lor gran'ed
by Chiel Justice Marshall, in delivering he opi¬
nion ol the four', in he case of 'he United States
vs. Watberger, 5 Wheaton, 97, w.Vie he say#
that 'lieasuii is a breacn ol nllcgiattce, and ran

be committed by him »nlv who owes allegiance
cither perpetual or temporary.' The words,
Mere lore, owii g allegiance to ihe Ui.i ed S airs,
in the first sec ion, are entirely surplus words,
which do not, in the slightest degree, aff cl i:s
senpe. Sad, indeed, might be our condition,
should numerous emigrants heteafer arrive in
our country in limes ol difficulty and danger, p *s-

se»sirig a different spirit towards our institutions
from that by which they have been heretofore ani¬
mated, il none but cuiz- n.s ol ihe United States
could commit the crime of treason.

? * * "I need scarcely add, thai whenever
the occasion may rt quire it, you will resist the
British doctrine ol perpetual allegiance, an'
maintain the American principle,that Briti-h na¬

tive b.irne subjects, alter they have been natural¬
ized under our l iw-, are, to all intents an l purpo¬
ses, as much American cit.zens, and entit ed to

the same degree of protection, as hough they had
been born in the United Stales."

Following out these instructions, Mr. Bancroft
address-d ar. oificwl letter to Lord Palmers on,
reiterating ihe innocence of Messrs. Bergen
and Kynn, and denvine ilia' anything which had
occurred in America, justified the adoption ol
such measures, purely directed against persons
comits Irom ihe United S:aies, as had led to the

apprehension of the parties in question. That
the utterance ol onnion bv the parties in Ameri¬
ca is no crime. Tots letter is an ab:e, but very
Ions pap»r.
The effect of this fetter was the libeiation of

the two ger t'cmm from custody, upon condition
that they li ft the coun ry.
Mr. BuL'hinan ad'rested a i^trT to .YJr. Ban-

cr«>f, oo the I8ih December, (the las: ol ihe pa¬
pers forwarded,) approving «.( Mr. Baticioli's
"able, persevering, an ! successful effort*,'1 arid al¬

ter arguing strong y against i etyranrjical order
ot ihe I8'.h of Angus', liu* coodu le»:
"The President has therefore directed me to it,,

struct you i" pri't<\i\ in the mostsulemn and ear¬

nest manner wmcn rficia 1 proprie y will warrant

again* the«.rder o| the B;m>h government iataed
n the 2J and 18 h of August and Against

the arbitrary and ofln.Mve distinction which'hey
make between >.ur cniz-ms and the citizens and
subjects of other nations; ari<l also hawem our

na'ive and naturalized citizens The liberation
ol Messrs. Bergen and Ryan, without trial.the
only American ciiizens known by the department
11 nave been 'imprisoned under this ac'.;.{!ord»
evidence that no reasonable cause exist-d for these

orders The form an1 language of this protest,
with the present dispatch as a general guid**, is
submitted a't"ge'her to your own discretion "

We learn that a telegraphic detpa ch was re¬

ceived in iowu yes eroay, Tom an authen'ic
source, stating mat the Legislature of Florida,
on t!ie 1st instant, elected Gen. Jackson Mor on,
of Pensacola, Senator ol the United S-ate^l r the
term of six years from ihe 4 h of March next,
when the term of Mr. Wes coil expires. The
votes stood:
Motion, (8 Whig, 32 Democratic,) 30
George T. Ward, (26 Whig,) 26

Majority, 4
Mr. War.! was the oomin»e of the Whig cau¬

cus. Gen. M rtrn i-. a Wnig, was the Taylor
El* c or from West Florida, a>id was formerly
Navy Agent at Pensacoia. He is a native ol
Virginia, and is a gentleman of high character
and liberal principles .f Yts'trdny's Union.

The Legislature of New York convened at Al¬
bany on Tuesday, Ames K. fiadley. whig, being
re-e ected Speaker of ihe House. Tbem^sage
of the new Governor, Fish conipri*** about mx

column*. The financial affairs of the State the
Governor repre-er.ts in a very favorable condi¬
tion. The document, in the main, is, of course,
occupied with State atfairs, but very d-cisive
ground is taken against the admission ol slavery
into California and New Mexico.


